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War College Press: From the Editors

FROM THE EDITORS
As the Navy continues to grapple with its priorities and overall direction in the
context of its ongoing work on a new Maritime Strategy, it is worthwhile taking a
fresh look at the complex of issues connected with what is perhaps best referred
to as “disorder at sea.” The most potentially threatening form of disorder at sea is
maritime terrorism, including not only terrorist attacks on shipping but the use
of the maritime domain to transport terrorists or weapons or to mount attacks
from the sea against coastal targets. However, there is a range of other activities
that fall into this category as well, from illegal fishing to the smuggling of goods
and people to piracy. The strategic environment that has confronted us following the events of 9/11 has caused a bright light to play on this shadowy world,
and many improvements have been made in the ability of the United States and
the larger global community of seafaring nations to monitor and counter such
activities. For understandable reasons, many continue to sound alarms about
the severity of the threat and the adequacy of the response. Nevertheless, at a
time when many demands are being levied on American military forces and resources, it is important not to overstate the problem. Two contributors to this issue provide useful perspective for understanding the problem of disorder at sea
and evaluating the American response to it. Martin Murphy and Richard Farrell
are in broad agreement that elements of the threat—particularly piracy and the
use of LNG tankers as weapons of mass destruction—have too often been
grossly exaggerated. But Murphy also makes a compelling case for a renewed
commitment to naval presence and maritime security cooperation as indispensable components of an increasingly fragile global maritime order.
ASIA EYES AMERICA
Asia Eyes America: Regional Perspectives on U.S. Asia-Pacific Strategy in the
Twenty-first Century, edited by Jonathan D. Pollack, is in preparation for release
in late summer 2007. This third book in our Policy Studies Series extends the
East Asia focus of the first two volumes, Strategic Surprise? U.S.-China Relations
in the Early Twenty-first Century and Korea: The East Asian Pivot, also edited by
Dr. Pollack. A highly distinguished assemblage of international scholars and
analysts presented these papers at the Naval War College’s Asia-Pacific Forum of
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4–5 May 2006. They examine a contemporary Asia marked by increased competence, confidence, and resilience, and in which the U.S. role is a major variable.
This book is a groundbreaking contribution to the study of the contemporary
Asia-Pacific and to the wider debate on fundamental issues of national strategy
and policy. The book will be sold by the U.S. Government Printing Office,
through its online bookstore, at bookstore.gpo.gov/.
TO OUR INTERNATIONAL READERS
Sharp increases in the cost of international mailing oblige us to consider less expensive ways of serving our international readers. Our present plan is, beginning
with the Winter 2008 issue, to mail the Review outside the United States in print
form only to institutional subscribers (libraries, etc.), supplying it to individual
readers, whether subscribers or requesters, on CD-ROM. Exceptions will be
considered: individual subscribers who cannot, for whatever reason, read the
journal in CD format are invited to contact the Press editorial office. The same
policy will apply to our Newport Paper monographs, beginning with the next
Paper, number 29, expected this fall. Readers within the United States are not affected in either case.
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE AWARDS FOR PROFESSIONAL WRITING
Among the winners of nineteen prizes for course papers written during the Naval
War College’s recently completed 2006–2007 academic year were two that became
the bases for articles in the Naval War College Review: “Merchant Shipping in a
Chinese Blockade of Taiwan,” by Lieutenant Michael C. Grubb, USN, winning the
Admiral Richard G. Colbert Memorial Prize and appearing in our Winter 2007 issue; and “Dragon with a Heart of Peacefulness? China and United Nations Peacekeeping in Africa,” by Lieutenant Colonel Philippe D. Rogers, USMC, winning the
Jerome E. Levy Economic Geography and World Order Prize and published as
“China and United Nations Peacekeeping Operations in Africa” in our Spring
2007 issue.
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